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The Asijiki Coalition strongly opposes the recommendations of the South African Law Reform
Commission to criminalise or partially criminalise sex work
Respect the evidence and Decriminalise Sex Work Now!

On Wednesday 31 May, the Minister of Justice announced that the South African Law Reform
Commission (SALRC) recommends that sex work should, as a preferable option, remain totally
criminalised, and as a second option, be partially criminalised.
In South Africa, all aspects of sex work are criminalised and have had a far-reaching impact on sex
workers:



Almost one-third of sex workers in a study in inner-city Johannesburg reported they had had
sex against their will in the last six months1
Violence by police officers is a particular issue for sex workers:
o In a study in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Rustenburg more than 15% of female sex
workers reported negative interactions with police in the last month including police
violence, arrest, harassment, theft, bribery or fines2
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o In a study in Cape Town, 12% of street based sex workers had been raped by a police
man3
Other documented police abuse of sex workers include:
o rape and gang rape4
o unlawful arrest, for example, when walking to the shops5
o demanding bribes such as money or sex6
o finding condoms on sex workers and using that as “evidence” that sex work has taken
place and sometimes confiscating these7 and,
o not believing sex workers when they report crimes - for example, such as having been
raped.8
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The harms associated with the criminal law and sex work have been recognised by a number of
international and South African bodies including Amnesty International 9 UNAIDS10, World Health
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Pauw I, Brener L. ‘You Are Just Whores: You Can’t Be Raped’: Barriers to safer sex practices among women street sex workers in Cape Town. Cult Health
Sex, Nov–Dec 2003; 465–481
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South Africa, the United States, and Zimbabwe. New York: Sexual Health and Rights Project; Open Society Foundation; and Pauw I, Brener L. ‘You Are Just
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Organization11, the UN Special Rapporteur on Health12, the Global Commission on HIV and the Law13,
the Commission for Gender Equality in South Africa14 and the Southern African HIV Clinicians’
Society15. All of these respected bodies support the decriminalization of sex work.
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The decriminalization of sex work is the only law reform option that removes all aspects of the criminal
law from sex work and respects the human rights of sex workers. It is also the only model of law reform
that has been shown to have positive public health outcomes.
Asijiki is a Coalition that advocates for the decriminalization of sex work, and calls on the South African
government to do the same.
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