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ASIJIKI
COALITION
SEX WORKER PRIDE
2022
Sex Worker Pride began in 2019, and
is an opportunity to celebrate and
share stories of sex workers’ selfdetermination and the achievements
of the sex worker rights movement.
Sex Worker Pride extends to all
marginalised by criminalisation,
discrimination and stigma across the
sex worker movement and
celebrates the diversity within our
community during International Sex
Worker Pride.

PRIDE IN THE
PROVINCES !

This year Pride was celebrated in 5 cities
across the country (Cape Town, Durban,
Polokwane, Rustenburg and Johannesburg)

Activities focused on empowerment,
partnership building, visibility, advocacy
messages and colourful celebrations across
the country.

The Coalition led the activities in provinces
throught its provincial coordinators, assisted by
Sisonke provincial coordinators. The teams got to
brainstorm themes and activities for the day and
came up with very innovative ideas to showcase
both the resilience and strength of the
movement! Great job to everyone involved!
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THE COALITION SAYS GOODBYE
TO RUVIMBO TENGA
Ruvimbo Tenga was our beloved
colleague, comrade and friend; she was
a passionate activist around sex workers,
migrants and LGBTQ rights and a writer,
poet, researcher and performer.
Tragically, Ruvimbo lost her life from
complications related to a car accident
in June 2022, leaving her friends and
family in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and
worldwide heartbroken.
We did a successful fundraiser to
support the repatriation of Ruvi’s body
to Zimbabwe, her funeral and a
memorial service in South Africa on 2
September 2022.
RIP Ruvi

CGE PROTEST ACTION

Early July the Coalition started a series of
correspondence with the Commission for Gender
Equality on what can best be described as a deeply
flawed and murky process initiated by the CGE to
revise their support for decriminalisation. They
have also refused to provide information on its
substance to us despite repeated requests for such,
while creating a number of challenges to the active
participation of sex workers in every component of
this process.

On 11 August, we embarked on protest action in
Cape Town. The coordinator handed a
memorandum to the CGE with deadlines on the
issues raised. We want to thank members,
stakeholders and allies for their support in
holding the CGE accountable and protecting the
rights of sex workers.

13 AUGUST - SAFTU PLANING MEETING

In anticipation of the National Shutdown planned for
August 24th, the Coordinator joined the South African
Federation of Trade Unions (SAFTU) as a speaker at its
planning meeting on 13 August 2022. The message
from the Coordinator pledged solidarity with SAFTU
and its affiliates, highlighted the impact of GBV and
was thankful that the Federation included sex
workers in its planning and execution of the National
Shutdown. #sexworkiswork
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NATIONAL SHUTDOWN

#SEXWORKPROMISE

Following the planning meeting with SAFTU,
the Coalition mobilized sex workers in their
numbers across the country to support the
National Shutdown. It was an important
moment because it highlighted the recognition
of sex work as work by the Federation and its
affiliates; as well as recognising sex workers as a
force in the South African economy.

We want economic freedom. We want an
end to corruption and gender-based
violence. We want equal access to services
for all. However, sex workers cannot enjoy
these liberties without the full
decriminalisation of sex work.

IIn March 2019 President Ramaphosa committed
to the decriminalisation of sex work at the signing
of the Gender-Based Violence and Feminicide
Declaration. For many sex workers however, the
#SexWorkPromise is already too late. On Monday 8
August 2022, the Coalition visited the sites where
Robyn Montsumi and Nokhuphila Kumalo died
5km and seven years apart. In 2013, Nokuphla was
violently murdered in Woodstock while Robyn
died in the custody of the Mowbray Police Station
in 2020. Nokhupila's murderer is serving an 18-year
prison sentence while we still do not know the
circumstances around Robyn's death. While
commemorating Women's Day we also reminded
the President of his promise to #decrimsexwork.

Thince then, the Asijiki Coalition has taken f

GOING FORWARD
The Coalition’s focus for the rest of the year is on lobbying to get the
Decrim Bill tabled by year end. Members are also looking forward
to the National Meeting taking place in November 2022.
The Coordinator has just kicked of her provincial visit schedule
starting in the Eastern Cape and will cover six provinces before the
National Meeting in Cape Town.
Hope to see you all there!
Aluta Continua! #DecrimSexWork #Asijiki
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