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ASIJIKI
COALITION
DOJ CONSULTS ON THE
DECRIMINALISAION OF SEX WORK
The Asijiki Coalition for the
Decriminalisation of Sex Work was
invited to a consultation process by
the Deputy Minister of Justice, John
Jeffery on the decriminalisation of
sex work in South Africa. The two
consultations took place on
Wednesday, 9 February 2022 in Cape
Town: and Tuesday, 23 February 2022
in Johannesburg.
In preparation for the consultation,
we made it clear to the Department
that:
As sex workers and sex worker
rights advocates, we advocate for
the full decriminalisation of sex
work, the only human rights
aligned legal model
The consultation process should
conclude with clear
commitments from the
Department on the way forward
with a timeline and an
accountability mechanism in
place.

DOJ FINALLY
DECRIMINALISING SEX
WORK?

Both consultations were led by sex workers, who
spoke passionately about their lived experiences
and called for the decriminalisation of sex work. In
addition, sex workers, Asijiki, SWEAT and Sisonke
were supported by allies of decrim, most notably
the CGE and COSATU.

The CGE reminded the Department of their
official position in support of decriminalisation
based on the research done on the impact of
criminalisation of sex work that constitutionally
infringe on the rights of sex workers. COSATU
similarly confirmed their commitment to
decriminalisation, as well as the impact on labour
laws. They urged the department to table a Bill to
this effect by year end and once sex work is
decriminalised, to use this opportunity to make
sure that every worker in South Africa is covered
by labour laws.

WAY FORWARD
Going forward, the Coalition will be working very hard
to support this process with the necessary supporting
research needed to both have this Bill tabled and the
advocacy to have it passed!
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MARCH 2022: HUMAN RIGHTS &
ACCOUNTABILITY
In a follow up to the consultations
with the Department of Justice, we
realised that accountability and
political will has always lacked when
it comes to the decriminalisation of
sex work. Over the years, many
politicians, MPs, organisations and
even the President have voiced their
support for decriminalisation, but
little has been done by way of action.
Many of us celebrated the NSP’s
commitment to decrim, but also
realised that there is no
accountability in terms of delivering
on those commitments.

#TIMEFORACTION

At the start of March this year, the Coalition
supported SWEAT with the launched of the
#TimeforAction campaign that featured quotes by
the ministries of police and social development;
the Multi-Party Women’s Caucus, political parties
and Chapter 9 institutions with specific quotes,
and the date and context in which they were
made. Our aim was to show that even though the
consultations were a positive first step, we know
from experience that unless we find ways through
our advocacy to hold people accountable, nothing
will happen

We hope to expand this campaign as the Decim
Bill process unfolds and urge everyone to support
the campaign to decriminalise sex work; and on
your own platform and in your own ways to hold
those accountable to deliver.

3 MARCH - INTERNATIONAL SEX WORKERS' RIGHTS DAY

On 3 March, International Sex Workers' Rights
Day, the Coalition co-hosted a webinar with
Sisonke and SWEAT titled 'Taking a Stand
Against Equality'. Itv was a well attended event
and focused on the advocacy efforts towards
realising the human rights of sex workers and the
work towards the decriminalisation of sex work.
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2021 RECAP: DECRIM BLL
CONSULTATIONS

LOBBYING

Perhaps the most important aspect of the
work of the Coalition in 2021 focused on the
Decrim Bill consultations. In early April, a
Decrim Bill Working Group was established
with its aims as guiding a process for wide
consultation to update the Draft Decrim Bill
and to identify strategic advocacy and
lobbying opportunities to progress the Bill
into law.
Asijiki spearheaded that process, and the
focus was on incorporating the views of sex
workers across the country. The first
workshop kicked off in Cape Town in midApril. Since then, Decrim Bill workshops have
been held in JHB, KZN, Limpopo and the
Northwest as well until the lockdown
regulations halted the process in June.
Consultations resumed end of August,
starting in the Eastern Cape and then moving
to JHB (LGBTQI sex workers), Mpumalanga
and back to Cape Town. The consultations
concluded with consulting migrant sex
workers in Cape Town on 18 March 2022.

on 24 February 2022, just after the JHB DOJ
Consultation, SWEAT, Asijiki and Sisonke joined the
FEDUSA Social Justice & Gender Justice meeting. It
was an important lobbying event – FEDUSA is at a
new cycle with new members on its committee
and it was needed to renew their resolution to
continue to support the decriminalisation of sex
work.

The year ended with the Coalition represented at
the 2021 International AIDS Conference. As part
of the representation there, the Coordinator
represented the Coalition on various platforms.

GOING FORWARD
The Coalition’s focus for this year is on the Decrim Bill process and
advocacy and lobbying. Much of the work will be on strengthening
the Coalition through strategic growth and partnerships.
We would like to this opportunity to thank Asijiki Members for the
work over the past two years. It has been a difficult time for most of
the world and we are very proud of the accomplishment of the
Coalition during this time.
Aluta Continua! #DecrimSexWork #Asijiki
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